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Compromise!
War over slavery will 
destroy the Union!

Slavery 
will not expand 

to the new 
territories!



Kentucky made and grew things--and traded with both 
North and South. In addition to crops, cloth, and 
livestock, Kentuckians sold thousands of slaves to 
other states. Not only was this profitable, but the threat 
of sale was often used to discourage slave resistance.

Kentucky products crossed the globe 
and tied the state to world markets. 
Hemp was turned into bags for southern 
cotton and rope for northern ships. 
Kentucky horses, mules, and hogs were 
prized by farmers in both the North and 
South. Tobacco grown and packaged in 
Kentucky traveled to New Orleans and 
was shipped to England and France.

Even 
though my 

father was a free 
man, my mother was 

a slave--so I am 
too.



Kentucky tried to be neutral when the war began, but then 
supported the Union in the hopes that the war could be 
ended quickly without hurting Kentucky’s prosperity. 
Most Unionist Kentuckians still supported slavery, 
but they were also angry at the Confederates, who they 
believed had forced the country into war.

Confederate troops invaded Kentucky 
in 1862 and captured Frankfort, but 
were soon forced out again.

We captured a 
Union capitol!

I just hope we 
can keep it.



In Kentucky, as in other border states, the war divided 
families, towns, and neighborhoods.  The 15th Kentucky 
Infantry (U.S.A.) and 2nd Kentucky (C.S.A.) shouted 
news from home and questions about friends and 
loved ones to one another in between gunshots when 
the two units fought one against another in May 1864.

Henry Lane Stone traveled 
to Kentucky to fight for 
the Confederacy while his 
brother Valentine fought 
for the Union.

My brother’s 
fighting for the 
Confederacy.

I hope
I don’t run

into him.



The long war left Kentucky’s 
economy in tatters. Prized 
livestock was stolen by 
soldiers of both sides and 
ordinary citizens were hard 
pressed to make ends meet.

Farmers could file claims if 
their animals were stolen by 
either army, but they rarely 
got their money back.

How will we 
make it through the 

winter now?

At least 
leave me the 
plow horse!



For African Americans during the 
Civil War, Kentucky was a place 
of both fear and opportunity. 
Slavery remained the law, but 
the old rules were breaking down 
and it was much easier to escape 
north than it had been in the past.

By 1864, male slaves could 
enlist in the Union army. They 
now had the chance to fight 
for their own freedom.

Wives and children of ex-slaves 
who served in the United States 
Colored Troops (U.S.C.T.) were 
granted freedom in February 1865.

Is Pa 
fighting for 

our freedom?

No more
slave clothes

for me!



The war ended, but it brought little peace. 
Slavery remained legal in Kentucky until 
December 6, 1865, with the ratification of 
the 13th amendment. Many white Kentuckians 
felt betrayed. They felt they had stayed in 
the union to defend slavery, not destroy it.

The 
government did 

what?!

I didn’t 
fight to 

free my own 
slaves.



life was hard for African Americans after the war. Many 
white Kentuckians used politics and violence to deny 
them their new rights. Thousands of former slaves left 
their homes to avoid violence, but they continued to 
work to educate their children and improve their lives.

Many African Americans embraced their freedom by moving 
to Kentucky’s larger cities or fleeing Kentucky in search 
of economic opportunity, social stability, and safety.

go hide in
the woods--take 

the books!



Kentucky remained a lawless place after the war. Armed groups did 
as they wished, and the government often ignored the problem. In 
cities like Lexington, Frankfort, Versailles, Paris, and Harrodsburg, 
riots frequently kept African Americans from voting.

Get out of 
town. Voting’s 

for white folks 
only!

I fought 
for this country, 

and it’s my right to 

vote.


